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Analysis of the Report upon the State of the Empire of France, 
presented to the Senate and Legislative Body, February, 1867. 
By Colonel W. H. Sykes, M.P., F.R.S. 

[Expose de la Situation de l'Empire, presents cm Senat et au 
Corps Legislative, Fevrier, 1867.] 

[Bead before Section F, British Association, at Dundee, September, 1867i] 

State of the Interior. — The report opens with an assurance that not- 
withstanding the effects of the American war, the manufacturing 
industries bore patiently and without much suffering the occasional 
suspension of labour. 

In 1865 a law permitted the union of workmen for the con- 
sideration of their commercial and industrial interests, provided 
politics were rigidly excluded ; and the results in 1866 showed that 
the emperor's liberal views had acted favourably. 

Inundations. — There were inundations in twenty-six departments 
of France during 1866, and 3,777,9186-8. were distributed in aid 
of the sufferers. 

Municipal Elections. — Since the general elections in 1865, at the 
termination of the quinquennial period, 4,351 vacancies have occur- 
red by deaths or resignations, amongst the mayors and their 
deputies ; and the Government in fulfilment of a pledge, had, as far 
as possible, filled them up from members of the municipal councils, 
only 123 were appointed from other sources, fourteen mayors being 
named by the emperor. Owing to certain regretable conflicts 
which took place in the last elections, it was necessary to dissolve 
twenty-five municipal councils. 

Five vacancies in the legislative body occurred during the past 
year, and the electoral colleges of departments were convoked and 
filled up the vacancies, except the College of Vervins. 

Public Safety. — In the cantonal police reductions are being made 
with a view to economy, and they will be continued as far as com- 
patible with serious interests. 

Printing and Libraries have remained nearly stationary, but it 
would appear that the number and cheapness of journals have inter- 
fered with the production of books ; nevertheless in some depart- 
ments new libraries have been opened ; but the illustrated papers, 
lithographs, photographs, and designs have increased to an impor- 
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tant extent, rising to thirty-five millions of impressions, and in the 
interests of public morality it has been necessary to look well after 
them. 

Press. — The number of political journals on the 1st January, 
1866, was 330, of which 63 were printed in Paris, and 267 in the 
departments. On the 1st January, 1867, the number was 336, of 
which number 64 were printed in Paris, and 272 in the departments. 
On the 1st January, 1866, the new political papers were 1,307, 
of which 703 were printed in Paris, and 604 in the departments. 
On the 1st January, 1867, the number was 1,435, *- e -j 7 10 ^ or Paris 
and 725 for the departments. In 1866 the Government authorised 
the establishment of six political journals, one in Paris and five in 
the provinces. 

In 1866 sixteen " warnings " were given, seven in Paris and 
nine in the provinces, ending in the suppression of one weekly 
paper. In the provinces no weekly paper had been suspended or 
suppressed. During the same period there had been thirty-two 
judicial condemnations. The colporteurs had presented 1,578 works 
to be allowed to circulate, of which 1,423 were sanctioned and 
155 interdicted. 

Population.— Notwithstanding epidemics, which prevailed very 
generally in France, the population has been gradually increasing 
during the quinquennial period ; in 1866 the census gave 38,067,094 
souls, exclusive of the troops of the army and navy abroad ; in 
1861 the number was 37,386,161 (rectified by the decree of 17th 
January, 1863), the increase therefore was 680,933. In fifty-eight 
departments there was an augmentation, and in thirty- one a dimi- 
nution, more or less. The disposition in the rural population to 
become urban is not marked. 

Benevolent Establishments. — These establishments are placed 
under the patronage of the empress by the decree of 8th August, 
1865, and the Minister of the Interior has just published an account 
of the origin, organisation, receipts and disbursements of all these 
institutions. The hospital for the blind has granted this year 200 
new pensions of 100 frs. each to blind at their houses. The total 
number of blind pensioners out of doors is 1,400, besides 300 in the 
hospital. 

Asylums for Convalescents. — In 1866 in the establishment at 
Vesinet, 4,844 females have been received, and at the establishment 
at Vincennes, 10,489 workmen. The empress is also now opening 
a similar asylum for convalescent workmen at Lyons. 

Deaf and Dumb. — The deaf and dumb institution at Paris has 
long been celebrated, and one of its objects is, by means of lectures, 
to extend a knowledge of the best means of instruction, and gentle- 
men, whether Frenchmen or foreigners, are invited to undertake 
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the office. The imperial establishments at Bordeaux and Chambery 
are flourishing. Besides the imperial schools, there are fifty- one 
public and private deaf and dumb schools, with 2,000 pupils. 

Blind.— -At the institutions for the blind, the cultivation of music 
has been carried to a remarkable extent, and many have acquired 
such proficiency as to obtain a lucrative livelihood by it. 

Dispensaries. — Dispensaries for the gratuitous dispensing of 
medicines and advice to the poor, exist in forty-three departments. 
The cost in 1866 was 1,1 56,975 frs., made up of Government, depart- 
mental, and communal subventions and private subscriptions ; 
766,037 poor were upon the lists, and 613,617 visits were paid to 
224,928 poor persons at their homes. 

Lunatics. — The establishments are numerous, and at Lyons a new 
asylum for 1,200 of the afflicted has been built outside the walls. 

Mendicity. — Is legally interdicted in fifty- six departments, but in 
the department of the Haute Vienne, a poorhouse has been raised 
by private subscription by way of trial. 

Hospices and Hospitals are very numerous. 

Mutual Aid Societies. — In December, 1866, they amounted to 
5,581, and the number of members was 700,000, with a capital of 
39,830,673 frs. The honorary members exceeded 100,000. With a 
view to encourage the formation of these institutions, the emperor 
gave a subvention of 64,350 frs., to assist in discharging preliminary 
expenses ; and further to encourage zeal, — two crosses of the legion 
of honour, 28 gold medals, 89 silver medals, and 31 "honourable 
" mentions " were distributed amongst mutual aid societies. 

Prisons and Penitentiary Establishments. — At Melun, Clairvaux, 
and Clermont prisons, called " maisons centrales," are established 
for criminals who have committed a first offence, and the youthful 
are separated from others ; but it has been necessary to engage the 
young in agricultural labours, and about 16,000 are so occupied in 
different places. The places in which they are confined are called 
maisons centrales ; but some of them have been discontinued on 
account of the disproportionate expense, and at the end of 1866 the 
number of criminals employed in agriculture had fallen to 15,300. 
In Corsica the houses of detentionwere capable of containing 19,335, 
but the actual number of occupants did not reach 4,000. In ten of 
these penitentiaries libraries have been established. 

Culprit Children. — Arrangements are made for the detention and 
care of culprit children, and when it is thought right to liberate 
them they are placed with those farmers who will take them. 

Provision is made for the solitary confinement in cells of about 
17,800 individuals. 

Telegraphic System. — The telegraphic system throughout the 
country is looked to with great solicitude, particularly its introduc- 
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tion into the cantons, in which above two hundred new stations have 
been opened in the last year, and the people eagerly take advantage 
of them. Hughes's system is adopted. On the 1st December, 
1866, the total number of telegraphic offices was 2,091. In such 
offices as are not pressed by correspondence an officer of the 
State is dispensed with, and old soldiers, &c, their wives, widows, 
and children are placed, and in 1866 there were 128 offices in 
which such individuals were employed. In ten months of 1865 
2,061,457 messages were sent, 1,748,871 in the interior, producing 
3,458,704 frs. 15 cents, and 312,586 international, producing 
2,410,578 frs. 60 cents; but for the corresponding period of 1866, 
the number of messages rose to 2,367,991 ; for the interior 
1,972,571, producing 4,534,144 frs. 38 cents, and international 
395,400, producing 1,937,742 frs. 26 cents, so that the increase in 
interior messages had been 1278 per cent., and in the international 
26^82 per cent. 

Departmental Administration. — Previous to 18th July, 1866, the 
exercise of the central power in matters which were purely local 
occasioned great dissatisfaction, and it was deemed politic to 
moderate the use of this power, whence the law of the 18th July, 
which gave extended powers to the conseils-general, reserving to 
the Government, however, a power of veto in certain cases, and this 
veto was only exercised in three cases in 1866. Departmental 
roads, village communications (service vicinal), the lunatic poor, 
vagrant children, prisons, public works, to levy taxes and borrow 
money, are part of the functions of the conseils-general. The 
relaxation of the central power has gone to that extent, and very 
shortly a communal law will put the seal to the work of " decen- 
" totalization." 

Departmental Records. — Seven volumes of catalogues of depart- 
mental records have been added in 1866, comprising an account of 
documents of the years 768, 819, 980, 1064, &c, &c, emanating 
from the kings Pepin-le-Bref, Charlemagne, Louis-le-Debonnaire, 
emperors, popes, &c. 

Commwmal Administrations. — In 1865 the sum of 30,134,500 frs. 
was borrowed for communal purposes ; but in 1866 the loans were 
reduced to 22,825,039 frs. The half of these loans was for a sinking 
fond, by which they would be extinguished in limited periods, and. 
to pay interest, and the other half was devoted to building churches, 
lyceums, schools, markets, abattoirs, &c. Altogether there were 
thirty-four loans extant. 

Roads. — Great attention is paid to country roads on account 
of agriculture, and to road communication generally. The funds 
available for roads generally in Prance, in 1865, amounted to 
121,763,4106-8. 77 cents. The distribution of this sum is given in 
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detail in the report. On the 1st January, 1866, the number of 
great roads of communication were 3,900; of high or postal roads 
6,896 ; and of country roads (chemins vicinaux) 203,583. 

We next come to the report to the emperor of the financial 
condition of 1865, carried through 1866 to the rectification of the 
budget for 1867. The estimates for 1865 were thrown into con- 
fusion owing to the failure of the contributions from Mexico to the 
extent of eight millions of francs. 

In 1866 the grave affairs in Germany threatening France being 
involved in war, occasioned great disquietudes; and though the 
rapid termination of the war in Germany prevented great expense, 
yet there was an increase of disbursements, happily met by an 
increase of revenue. Ten millions were allotted to the army, and the 
expenses of the army in wages exceeded by six millions the estimate ; 
and the accounts of the Finance Minister showed an excess of 
8,800,000 frs., chiefly for Mexican objects. The Minister of the 
Interior required 300,000 frs. to relieve the distressed workpeople 
of Lyons. The amount due from the Mexican Government of 
7,500,000 frs. has not been paid. The money for the sale of pine 
woods in the sand-hill districts for two millions, and the sale of 
lands at Havre valued at 3,800,000, has been only partially realised, 
and there has been a short- coming to the extent of two millions in 
other branches of revenue ; but, thanks to commercial development, 
there has been an increase of above 30 millions in the first eleven 
months of 1866, and the increase, as compared with 1865, will not 
be less than 45 millions. The receipts and disbursements, therefore, 
of 1866 would be in equilibrium. The freedom from commercial 
panic, the reasonable rate for money, and the {active continuance of 
public works to the extent of 12 millions, have enabled public credit 
to be maintained with firmness. 

The floating debt, however, which had been 792 millions in 
1865, rose in 1866 to 888 millions ; but the balance in the treasury 
had risen from 97 millions in 1865, to 2 1 5 millions in 1866. 

Bank of Frcmee. — The inquiry into the affairs of the Bank of 
France resulted brilliantly, and satisfied the public that the 
monetary affairs of France were on a solid footing and offered every 
security, and that the monetary system of circulation was quite 
satisfactory. 

Beatifications of the Budget of 1867. — The indirect receipts in- 
creased, in 1866, to the extent of 45 millions even under some 
unfavourable circumstances, and it is fair to calculate that the 
increase in 1867 will be 90 millions. The direct taxes will produce 
about 24 millions. The increase in the military department will 
be about 47 millions, and in the navy, chiefly by the increased price 
of provisions, giving new rifles to the troops and new cannon to the 
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navy, 22 millions will be required ; for the Minister of Agriculture, 
12 millions, — for the damage by the inundations, 8| millions to 
augment the grant for public works, and if millions for the Palace 
of the Universal Exposition. Other grants are made, for public 
instruction one million ; the household of the emperor one million ; 
and other grants ; leaving a balance of increased revenue of 
if millions, which are apportioned to various departments. Thus, 
the budget of 1867, in regard to receipts and disbursements, will be 
placed in equilibrium, and there will not be any necessity for new 
taxes or having recourse to borrowing. 

Estimate for 1868. — The expenditure for 1868 is estimated 
at 1,548,665,223 frs. (6 1, 946,60 1 1.) Debt, public, and grants, 
512,974,963; ministerial departments 790,505,636; collecting 
taxes and revenues 232,843,124; re-embursements, &c, &c, 
12,341,400. The expenditure of 1867 is put at 1,523 millions ; 
an increase, therefore, of 25 millions, of which nine millions is 
an increase of interest upon the floating debt. The rest is for 
departmental organisation, Algeria, for native troops, &c, &c. 

The receipts are estimated at 1,669 millions (66,000,000^.), an 
excess of 52 millions over 1867. 

Sinking Fund. — The sinking fund would remain as for 1860. 
No alterations are contemplated, nor extraordinary felling of 
timber. 

Extraordinary Budget. — The deficit for extraordinaries, 121 
millions, is to be met by one million of indemnity from Cochin 
China, ^\ millions extra produce of forests, if million from 
re-coinage, 16,666,000 the third annuity from the Algerian society, 
and the total receipts will be 143 millions. The favourable state of 
the finances in 1868, M. Achilles Fould hopes, will enable the 
emperor to carry out his wishes for a diminution in taxation, 
augmentation for public instruction, and for works of public utility. 

Administrative Organisation. The Public Debt. — The efforts made 
in 1862 for the more equable diffusion of the debt by increasing the 
number of fund holders in the departments, has been successful to 
the extent of 9! per cent., and there are 44,000 persons holding 
six millions of dividends, now exclusively in the departments. 

Public Servants. — The cost of salaries of public servants remains 
abont the same as in 1865, in which year, however, the total 
exceeded thai; of former years. 

Direct Taxes. — The direct taxes for 1866 exceeded those of 1865 
by 7,258,000 frs. The details of this increase are given in the 
report. 

Registration of Lands and Stamps. — Under these heads a satis- 
factory increase has taken place. 

Forests. — The felling of timber has had favourable results this 
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year from 17 crown forests and 148 others, comprising 61,765 
hectares. 16 of the crown forests have been disforested. 

Great care has been taken in replanting and in re-turfing (rega- 
zonnes) the hill sides, and 50,000 hectares planted in 1864, rose to 
61,000 hectares at the end of 1865. 

Great efforts have been made to fix the sand hills (dunes) of the 
coast, and 54 kilometres of pallisades have been raised against the 
influx of sand. 88 kilometres of new forest roads have been con- 
structed, and 1 3 3 kilometres improved. 

Customs and Indirect Taxes. — Owing to the revised tariff, the 
development of the customs is very satisfactory, exceeding by four 
or five millions the estimate, and the total receipts exceeds 205 mil- 
lions. The receipts from sugar exceed by eight or nine millions 
any former figure under the empire. Coffee, machinery, and mines 
have been constantly increasing since 1859. The tax on salt, wood, 
boats, public carriages, cards, &c, have increased about eight mil- 
lions over former budgets ; in fact the augmentation of indirect 
taxes is 15 to 16 millions above the receipts in 1865. 

Government Manufactures. — The control of the manufacture of 
powder for commerce has been joined to that of tobacco, and the 
results are not yet known. The purchase of tobacco is increasing, 
and the cultivation of indigenous tobacco is extending itself. The 
consumption has produced five millions more than in 1865. 

Post (Land). — -The progressive increase in letters in 1866 pro- 
duced an augmentation of 3,240,000 frs. ; 100 new post offices have 
been established, and the daily delivery has been improved in 772 
rural communes by a second delivery. In Paris a great extension 
has taken place. 

Post (Sea). — Steamboats go twice a-month to the United States, 
and new lines have been established between France and Venezuela, 
Havana, Goree, Brazil, and Senegal. Arrangements have been made 
with Portugal, the States of the Pope, Greece, England, Belgium, 
Australia, India, &c, to facilitate intercommunication, and the 
telegraph has been connected with the post office. 

Mint. — The gold coinage in 1866 amounted to 338 millions. The 
coinage in silver of .9 purity, has been restrained, but that of 
*'^ amounts to 34,248,000 frs., and is intended to amount to 239 
miUions, which will be amply sufficient for all money changing. 

Agriculture. — Under the head of agriculture the report is very 
lengthened and minute ; quantities, process, extent of cultivation, 
importation, &c. Exportation of cattle had risen from 130,002 to 
180,656 ; butter from 17,850,238 kilogrammes in 1865, to 22,687,318 
kilogrammes in 1866; eggs 28,321,892 kilogrammes, to 32,119,582 
kilogrammes; wines 2,585,810 hectolitres, to 3,038,713 in 1866. 
Thirty-one departments suffered from inundations ; the public came 
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forward liberally, and the subscriptions, added to by Government, 
were distributed in the ratio of damage. 

Cattle Disease. — While Great Britain, Holland, and Belgium were 
suffering from the cattle disease, Italy and Spain, touching France, 
were entirely exempt, and, thanks to the precautions taken in France, 
there were only one or two trifling inroads, which in fact left the 
agricultural districts free — and they remain so. 

Veterinary Schools.— Great attention is paid to veterinary schools. 

Industry. — The industry of the country had been but slightly 
affected by the state of political affairs. In cotton manufactures 
96,475,070 kilogrammes had been imported in the first ten months 
of 1866 as compared with the first ten months of 1865 of 48,978,306 
kilogrammes ; and woollen manufactures were satisfactory, notwith- 
standing the mild winter of 1865-66. 

Flax. — Two crops of flax had been short. 

Machinery sent to Newcastle. — The manufacture of metals had 
been active. In machinery the phenomenon had appeared of the 
export of machinery to Newcastle. 



General Results. 



1866. 
Imports (10 months) .. 
Exports 



2,486,000,000 
2,822,000,000 



1865. 



Imports 2,184,000,000 

Exports 21,483,000,000 



Excess in 1866 over 1865 641,000,000. 



Entries — Tonnage. 

1865 4,200,000 

'66 (French 1,720,000).... 4,614,000 
Increase 414,000 tons, of 

which 25,000 tons Erench. 



Exits — Tonnage. 

1865 (Erench 1,354,000).... 2,943,000 
'66 ( „ 1,693,000).... 3,512,000 
Increase 569,000 tons,French 

339,000. 



Free Trade. — A review of commerce since the introduction of 
free trade, in 1860, shows that the measure has been good and 
useful. From England the importations have risen in ten months 
of 1865 from 413,570,0006-8., to 501,570,0006-8. in 1866. 

Silk Manufactures have greatly improved in 1866. 

Exports to England. — In 1865 the value was 680,428,0006-8., in 
1866 it was 889,915,000. 105,586 cattle were sent in 1865, and 
158,678 in 1866. Wines had increased 10 millions, and brandy 
20 millions. Grain had exceeded 60 millions. There were 28,069,000 
eggs exported in 1865, and 30,060,000 in 1866. Silks 38,000,000 frs. 
woollens 15,000,000, and merinos 13,000,000, plus the value in 
1866. 

Exports to other Countries. — Then follow the exports and imports 
to other countries. The ameliorations in the laws to facilitate com- 
mercial intercourse, to prevent the introduction of contagious 
diseases, &c, are given in great detail, and the Government pub- 
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lished a new edition of the " Codex Medieamenteux Pharmacopee 
" Francaise," the two former editions having been published in 
1816 and 1837. This matter in England would have been a private 
speculation. 

The classification of manufactures has eliminated one hundred 
names, and lowered to an inferior class above eighty. 

Weights and Measures. — The law of the 4th July, 1837, estab- 
lished the metric-decimal system of weights and measures, and in 
1839 standards of verification were provided for every superintend- 
ing office, which standards are to be verified every tenth year. 

Go-operative Bodies. — At the suggestion of the emperor, a society 
(anonyme) has been organised to giv'e moral and pecuniary support 
to co-operative labour associations. To the society of (fisseurs) 
silk weavers of Lyons, the emperor has aided its foundation with 
300,000 frs. 

Conservatoire des Artes.— Great aid is given to the Conservatoire 
des Artes et Metiers and the Imperial School of Arts, by adding to 
the buildings and augmenting the collections. In short, the emperor 
is shown as making himself popular with the working classes. 

Imperial Hoods and Bridges. — Large grants have been made to 
complete imperial roads, and to build, restore, and repair bridges 
connected with them. 

Internal Navigation. — The internal navigation by rivers is 9,600 
kilometres, and by canals 5,050 ; but deducting the rivers and canals 
with the navigations occasionally interrupted, the permanent navi- 
gation extends by rivers 6,900 kilometres, and by canals 4,856, total 
11,740. The several rivers and canals are named in the report. 

Mouths of the Rhone. — To enter the Rhone it has been necessary 
to canalize one of its mouths for 3,600 metres. Ten millions of 
francs had been allotted for internal navigation. Detailed accounts 
are given of the improvement of the ports. 

Irrigation. — Irrigation from canals has made great progress in 
1866. 

Railways. — The development of railways up to the 31 st December, 
1865, was 21,033 kilometres of concessions, including 613 kilo- 
metres granted upon an eventual title. Matters remain much the 
same, as two concessions only have been granted in 1866, one of 
3 kilometres and one of 14 kilometres. The length open on the 
31st December, 1865, was 13,562 kilometres, and in 1866 there were 
added 944 kilometres ; remaining to complete 6,544 kilometres. 

Oost. — The expenditure to 31st Dec, 1866, was 6, 173, 195,000 frs., 
and to be expended to 1st January, 1867, 1,806,805,000. Total 
7,980,000,000 frs. (319,200,000/.). 

Cost per Kilometre. — The average cost was 379,097 frs. per kilo- 
metre (15,164/.). The aid given by the Government consisted either 
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in loans to be repaid, or by work executed by the Government, and 
in subventions, of which, one class is payable in capital, and the 
other has been converted into a number of annuities equal to the 
number of years to run to the end of each concession. 

Government Advances.— The sums expended by the State up to 
31st December, 1866, after deducting repayments, amounted to 
978,573,377 frs. The subventions embrace one to the Italian 
Government. 

The subventions payable in annuities amount to a capital of 
396,169,863 frs., for which the interest of 4^ per cent, and sinking 
fund amount annually to 18,272,500 frs. 

The subventions to the companies represent a capital of 
144,483, 126 frs., representing 68,638frs. per kilometre, which will 
make the cost per kilometre 447,735 frs. 

Guarantees. — Independently of the subventions, the companies 
of the north, the east, of Orleans, of the west, of Lyons, of the 
Mediterranean, and of the centre, are guaranteed an interest of 
4 per cent., with a sinking fund of the same amount. The com- 
pany of Victor Emmanuel has 4-^ per cent. 

Amount Guaranteed. — The guaranteed interest in 1866 will not 
exceed 3 1 millions frs. 

Local Lines. — 216 kilometres of local lines have small subven- 
tions ; the lines originate in the departmental conseils-general. 

Communication. Passengers and Guard. — -An electric system was 
invented and practised for communication between passengers and 
guard, but it failed from the vibration of the train. An acoustic 
system promises better. 

Abatement of Smohe. — Engines are compelled by law to burn 
their smoke. 

Nwmber of Travellers. — Over 13,228 kilometres 84,025,516 per- 
sons have been carried 40 kilometres, and 3,361,000,000 have passed 
over 1 kilometre. 34,019,436 tons of merchandise have been 
carried by the slow trains. 

Receipts. — The gross receipts for travellers have been 
184,215,213 frs.; goods by the trains 3 14,609, 184 frs.; miscellaneous 
receipts 80,032,474 frs. Total 578,865,871 frs. 

Subscription Tickets. — Some of the railways allow workmen 
weekly tickets at reduced prices. The Company du Midi (central) 
allows the workmen to send their children to school by monthly 
tickets. 

Time. — Slow trains were only obliged to travel 125 kilometres 
in the twenty-four hours ; they are now obliged to travel 200 
kilometres. 

Inundations. — In September, 1866, parts of Erance were deso- 
lated by serious inundations, which equalled in extent those of 1865. 
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Twelve millions of francs were required to repair the damage, and 
various provisions were made to protect the country for the future. 

Mineral Industry.— In 1865 the coal measures supplied coal to 
the extent of no millions of metrical quintals, and in 1866 there 
were 120 millions of quintals, and from 1857 to 1866 the production 
has risen from 79 millions to 120 millions of quintals ; and the price, 
which in 1857 was 1 fr. 26 cents per quintal, is to-day above that 
rate. 

Iron. — In 1866, iron, whether for rolling or casting, to the 
extent of 2,130,000 quintals, by wood fusion, were produced, to the 
value of 32,065,000 frs., and 899,000 quintals by coke or charcoal, 
to the extent of 9 1,889,000 frs.; the total value of iron produce 
135,316,000 frs. 

Mines. — Concessions have been granted in 1866, four for com- 
bustibles in the Higher Alps, and Lot and Var ; four for iron mines 
in the departments of the Moselle, Meurthe, du Nord, and the Saone 
and Loire ; also two concessions for lead mines, silver, copper, and 
other metals in the High Alps and Savoy. 

One concession for a bituminous mine in the " Ain ;" one of 
manganese in the Haute Garonne ; one of antimony in the Haute 
Loire. In all thirteen concessions have been granted, for a superficial 
area of 6,208 hectares. 

Total Concessions . — The previous concessions amounted to 1,184, 

viz.: — 

Coal 598 

Iron 249 

Other minerals 337 

And in January, 1867, there were 195 applications for further 
concessions. 

Fine Arts. — The French Government systematically encourage 
the fine arts, and numerous proofs are given of acquisitions for the 
different museums — paintings, sculpture, &c, either ordered by the 
Government or acquired by purchase. 

Historical Monuments. — Great care is taken in the restoration 
and preservation of historical monuments, such as feudal castles, 
churches, tombs, &c, &c. 

Givil Buildings. — All the public buildings, the ministries, palaces, 
libraries, &c, are enumerated in the report, and the extensions or 
repairs done to each are stated : Sevres china manufactory, conser- 
vatory of arts, a new opera house, which will be finished with 1867. 

Archives. — The records are well preserved. 

Fossils. — A museum of ancient fossils has been opened. 

Correspondence of Napoleon I. — The commission appointed to 
superintend the publication of the correspondence of Napoleon I, 
has put to press the twentieth volume. 
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Theatres. — Many additional theatres have been built in Paris 
and the country ; some of them owe their success to writings, not 
only frivolous, but to questionable tastes. The Government opposes 
itself as much as possible to these unsatisfactory manifestations. 
Owing to a subvention of 100,000 frs., the Italian theatre has 
emerged from its difficulties. 

Studs. — 783 stallions of pure and half-blood were bought in 
1865 at a cost of 476,4006-8., and in 1866 the number was 827, at 
a cost of 486,950 frs., adding 62, and 889 stallions were otherwise 
available for breeding; allowing 25 foals to each, there is an annual 
product of 50,000 thorough and half-bred horses. 

Racecourses. — Racing has now entered into the manners and 
amusements of the French. In 1860 there were 63 hippodromes, 
with a budget of 862,700 frs., and in 1866 there were 117, with a 
budget of 1,961,760 frs. Of this — 

frs. 

For plates 1,332.725 

„ steeplechases, &c 411,800 

„ trotting matches 217,235 

Of this— 

The State contributed 510,900 

„ emperor and empress 112,800 

Societies 1,338,360 

Civil Justice. — Lengthened statements are given in the report of 
the action of the several courts. There were very considerable 
arrears, but they were slightly lessened latterly. 

Criminal Justice. — The general results are satisfactory as to a 
normal condition, and the statistics of crime for 1866 are about 
being published. 

Extradition Treaty. — The extradition treaty with England 
amounted to a nullity until the English Parliament passed a bill 
relaxing the law with respect to documentary proofs against 
criminals. This bill has produced excellent results, and criminals 
can now be made amenable to the laws they have outraged. 

Revision of the Criminal Process. — The Council of State has 
finished its labours in the preparation of a law for the revision 
of the existing criminal process. 

Imperial Printing Department. — The printing is proceeding suc- 
cessfully, and its labours are increasing from year to year. It 
possesses all the " types " known in printing ; it has invented a 
type which will be acceptable to lovers of books for its beauty, and 
to the poor for its cheapness. 

Worship. — Arrangements have been made with the Pope for the 
reorganisation of public worship in Algiers, under the control 
of the Metropolitan of Algeria and the Bishops of Oonstantine and 
Oran. 
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Restorations. — Restorations have taken place in the cathedrals 
of Albi, Autun, Montpellier, Perigueux, and Rouen, and there has 
been partial reconstruction of the cathedrals of Cambrai, Clermont, 
Moulins, and Troyes. 

New Cathedrals. — New cathedrals have been constructed at Crap 
and Marseilles, and the seminaries of Autun, Nantes, Rennes, 
Tarbes, and Tulle have been reconstructed. 

Communes. — By legislative grants also a great number of com- 
munes have been aided in the reconstruction or repair of their 
churches and presbyteries. 

Protestants and Jews. — Protestants and Jews have had their 
share in the grants. 

Public Instruction. — In 1864 there were 36,692 communes pro- 
vided with schools, but 8 1 8 communes had not complied with the 
conditions imposed upon them by law. 

On the 1st January, 1866, there were 36,854 communes provided 
with schools, and 694 were without. Since 1864, therefore, 124 
communes had provided themselves with schools. 

Schools. — In 1864 the schools for boys, or for both sexes, were 
38,386, and for girls 14,059. 

On 1st January, 1866, there were 38,629 public schools for boys 
or mixed, and 14,721 for girls. The augmentation, therefore, being 
905 schools. 

Number of Scholars. — On the 1st January, 1864, there were 
2,399,093 boys and girls in the public schools, and 1,004,837 girls, 
making a total of 3,413,830 scholars. 

Public Schools. — On the 1st January, 1866, there were 2,424,454 
boys and girls, and 1,053,888 girls, in all 3,478,342 scholars; the 
increase, therefore, in the public schools being 64,572 scholars of 
both sexes. 

Private Schools. — Of private schools there were on the 1st 
January, 1864, boys' schools 3,108, and girls' schools 13,208, 
instructing in all 922,538 scholars. 

The total of public and private schools being 68,761, and 
4,336,868 scholars. On 1st January, 1866, the private schools were, 
boys' 3,289, girls' 13,057, scholars 964,079, making a total of 69,696 
public and private schools, with 4,442,421 scholars, showing an 
augmentation of 935 schools and 106,053 scholars in two years. 

The public asylums for infants, 1st January, 1864, were 2,335, 
and 973 private, receiving 383,856 infants of both sexes. On 1st 
January, 1866, the infants' schools were 2,484 public and 1,088 
private, receiving 418,768 infants. The total number of establish- 
ments on 1st January, 1866, was 73,268, with 4,861,189 scholars. 

Attendance. — In 1863 the attendance was 47*2 per cent.; in 1866 
the attendance was 49*8 per cent. 
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Aid GHmen. — In 1865 780 communes asked for aid to establish 
schools, and obtained aid to the extent of 1,980,787 frs. In 1866 
810 communes asked for aid, and obtained 2,155,985 frs. For 
infant asylums, 85 communes got aid, 144,200 frs., and in 1866 
112 communes got aid, 112,954 frs. The law of September, 1863, 
authorised the grant of 300 frs. to a commune for school furniture, 
provided the commune raised a similar sum. 

Pensions. — Pensions to schoolmasters have been raised from 
44 frs. to 95 frs., and in 1866 to 103 frs. per annum; but it was 
necessary to increase these miserable pensions by a grant in 1866 
of 40,000 frs. The total amount of 273,453 frs. was distributed 
amongst 4,311 retired schoolmasters, the mean aid being 63 frs. 
The formation of aid societies has been encouraged, and many 
shareholders give their dividend to the schoolmasters' fund. 

Godes of Instruction. — Departments have to distribute to school- 
masters an approved code of instruction. The object is to develop 
a child's mind and not to load it with abstract formularies which 
imprison the intellect within obscure rules, which do not realise the 
object in view. But children's schools have not been the sole object 
of the care of the Government. It has favoured adult instruction 
in reading, writing, and arithmetic. 

Adult Instruction. — In the preceding report of 1866, there were 
20,000 schools; for the present report it can only be determined 
approximately, but the number far exceeds 20,000. 22,980 for adult 
men, and 1,706 for adult women, existed in 22,947 communes, and 
there were 30,222 instructors; 552,939 men, and 42,567 women 
attended instruction. 1 5,276 of these schools had gratuitous instruc- 
tion ; in the others a slight fee was paid, barely enough to cover fire 
and light ; 4, 1 50 of the instructors supplied the cost of fire and light, 
and many gave books to the adults. 1,551,225 frs. were the cost 
of these schools during 1866, which was obtained as follows : — 

fire. 

Pupils 414,940 

Communes 656,164 

Conseils-general 72,667 

Private donations 125,760 

Teachers 9°,999 

By the Government 190,695 

Total 1,551,225 

The numbers are then given in the report of those who learnt 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, but many went beyond this. 
22,340 learnt drawing; 56,059 went through a course of geometry 
and carpentering; 8,386 a course of physical science; 33,282 a 
course of applied arithmetic; and 13,950 singing. The moment 
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the harvest is over, the adults flock to these schools. So far from 
these schools being unpopular, no less than 3,794 additional have 
been opened in 1,502 communes. Prizes are given of medals and 
books. 

Limit Sours. — At the recommendation of several conseils- 
general, teachers of public schools have been authorised to curtail 
the day's instruction by one hour, that they might at night instruct 
the adults. Much to the honour of the teachers, few have availed 
themselves of this privilege, but have continued to give the full four 
hours' daily instruction, and attend the night schools also. 

Schoolmasters free from Conservation. — Schoolmasters perma- 
nently attached to the public schools are free from the conscription, 
but not the masters of free schools. 

Normal Primary Schools. Age to Enter. — No pupil could enter 
before he was 18, but the effect was that the schools were almost 
without pupils, and the age was reduced to 16 years, which was 
successful. 

Secondary Instruction embraces geometry, knowledge of books, 
ornamental drawing, and even living languages. Those who offer 
themselves for examination and obtain a certificate are examined 
twice a-year by voluntary examiners. 

Inspection. — The inspection of the public primary schools was on 
a defective footing ; it was directed by the law of 1850 that there 
should be an inspector for each arrondissement, but it was 
neglected, and eighty arrondissements were without an inspector at 
all, and it was impossible the other inspectors could visit, even once 
a-year, all the schools. To mitigate this, the inspectors-general of 
normal primary schools have extended their inspection as far as 
possible, and there has been a special inspection in regard to music. 

Children in Factories. — There are not any Government inspectors 
of factories, but the conseils-general in many departments have 
organised a system of inspection. It does not seem that there is 
any half-time system for instruction. 

Agricultural Instruction. — In all the normal primary schools 
agricultural knowledge is taught. 

School Libraries.— -In 1865 there were in all France only 4,833 
school libraries. On the 1st January, 1866, the number was 7,789, 
an increase in one year of 2,956. The 7,789 libraries possessed 
473:779 volumes. 77,870 volumes were distributed to 1,447 com- 
munes, which could not satisfy the demand. In 1865 there were 
lent to families 179,267 volumes; and in 1865-66 there were lent 
450,962. 

Secondary Instruction. — The imperial lycees and colleges furnish 
secondary instruction; and these were increased in 1864-65 by 
1,179, an( ^ m 1866 by 1,812. 
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The desire for the degree of bachelor had got enfeebled, and 
students left without taking it ; but the feeling has revived. 

Lycees and Colleges. — The two great classes in the lycees are 
rhetoric and philosophy. The students in the lycees, which were 
20,361 in 1853 are now 34,442. 

Communal Colleges. — The progress in the communal colleges is 
not so satisfactory as in the lycees, there being only an increase 
of 225 students in the last year. The students in the lycees and 
colleges number 67,705, of which number 17,164 belong to special 
instruction. 

The School of Cluny, fyc. — The school of Cluny is provided with 
laboratories for chemistry, physics, natural history, and a large 
library. It has 100 students, 62 of whom are prizemen from the 
departments, and 20 are Government prizemen. It is of high 
distinction for a professional education. At Mont de Marsen, by 
order of the emperor, a lycee for special instruction has been reor- 
ganised. As a classical school it languished, and could scarcely 
get students ; but on the footing of Cluny, room has not been 
found for the students, and there are now 237. The system 
of special instruction is fully organised. Gymnastics are generally 
encouraged, and to enable them to be carried on profitably the time 
for instruction for the classes is diminished. 

Statistics of Progress. — In closing the report upon secondary 
instruction, it is stated that the statistics of progress since 1843 will 
speedily be published. 

Superior Instruction. The College Imperial of France. — The number 
of chairs has remained unaltered, but a supplemental course on the 
history of political economy has been added. 

The Museum. — The inspector reports upon the deplorable in 
sufficiency of the resources of the museum, and it will lose its 
high character. In 1865 the museum acquired by exchanges or 
acquisitions 31,105 scientific objects and 3,259 living plants. 
During that time, notwithstanding loans to illustrate lectures, the 
museum has distributed to public establishments 5,104 scientific 
objects, and 89.999 living plants. It is, therefore, not activity 
that is wanting, but resources to arrange the collections and make 
purchases. An aerolite was presented to the museum by Marshal 
Bazaen, of such dimensions that it was equivalent to a gift of 
1 5,000 frs. 

Imperial School of Oriental Languages. — The object of this school 
is to qualify for diplomacy and commercial intercourse. To other 
Oriental languages Japanese and Thibetan have been added, and an 
elementary course of Mongol, Annaniteese, and Cochin Chinese, and 
students are invited generally to an application to the Semetic 
languages. 
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Imperial School of Charts. — The school is progressing satis- 
factorily. 

French School of Athens, for the study of ancient and modern 
Greek, and several valuable publications have emanated from it in 
the past year. 

Faculties and Schools for Superior Teaching. — The reputation of 
these schools is very high ; nevertheless, in some of them the means 
of illustration are limited in the want of complete laboratories and 
instruments ; an addition, however, has been made of 160 students 
in 1866. In 1864 the diplomas granted were 8,608, and in 1865 
they rose to 9,734, an increase of 1,126. The number for 1866 is 
not yet known. 

Free Lectures. — The courses of free lectures were 876 in 1864, and 
in 1865 they rose to 1,003, °f which 302 were placed under the 
auspices of the municipalities, chambers of commerce, and learned 
or industrial societies. The subjects treated were sciences and 
applied sciences, 203; literature, 394; history, 103; political 
economy, 1 8 ; rights, 69 ; archaeology, 1 5 ; fine arts, 48 ; hygiene, 40 ; 
agriculture, 24 ; geography, 36 ; Greek philosophy, 33. Total 1,003. 

Science and Letters. — The publications of the Institute, which are 
always looked forward to with anxiety, appeared as usual. The 
second part of the historical dictionary of the national language 
has great interest. 

Academy of Inscriptions. — The second part of its twenty-fifth 
volume has appeared, also the second part of the eighteenth volume 
of extracts of MSS. 

The Academy of Science has published the sixty-second and 
sixty-third volumes of the weekly " Comptes rendu." 

Academy of Fine Arts, from want of funds has not published. 

Public Libraries. — A new reading room has been opened in the 
imperial library. 

Pali Manuscripts. — A large collection of Pali manuscripts, 
obtained in 1866, from Ceylon and Burmah, relates to the 
Buddhist religion and literature. Numerous valuable gifts have 
been made to the library, and the catalogue is pushed on with all 
activity. The tenth volume of the catalogue of books relating to 
the history of France, and the second volume relating to works on 
medical science, are ready for printing. The letters patent of the 
Kings of France have been classified. The medals also of the 
collection of the Duke de Guynes have also been catalogued. 

Learned Societies. — The labours of learned societies are reported 
to a committee instituted by the Minister of Public Instruction, and 
comptes rendu, in two volumes, of these reports have been pub- 
lished. The Minister of Public Instruction also encourages the 
exchange of publications between these societies, and in 1866 no less 
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than 7,ot>0 exchanges took place through the Minister of Public 
Instruction. Subventions have heen granted to 120 learned societies. 

Topography of the Gauls by the Commission. — A topographical 
chart of the Gauls in the eighth century has been printed, together 
with a dictionary. 

Scientific and Literary Missions. — The exploration of Persia, 
Herat, and Affghanistan, commenced in 1866 by that courageous 
traveller M. Lejean, has continued through 1866, with valuable 
results relating to antiquities, ethnology, language, and geography. 

Collections — Curious collections in zoology and botany have been 
made by a learned "Lazarist " in Tartary, to whom the work was 
confided. M. R. P. David is now visiting the regions of China 
where no European has hitherto penetrated. 

Excavations. — In the island of Samothrace have produced valu- 
able relics of antiquity and inscriptions. 

Volcanic Eruptions. — In 1865 M. Fougue was deputed to observe 
the phenomena of the eruption of Etna and in the isle of Santorin. 

Travellers. — Travellers were also sent through Europe, particu- 
larly England, and in Germany and Spain and Italy, to look for 
documents chiefly relating to French history. 

Ptolemy. — The Greek MSS. of Ptolemy in different libraries 
have been collected and compared, with a view to a new edition. 

Mexico. — A scientific mission in Mexico, commenced in 1864, 
was continued to the end of 1866, amidst great difficulties. 

The Imperial Observatory. — The volume of astronomical observa- 
tions for 1865 has been published. Observations on the swarm 
(essaim) of small planets have been made in conjunction with 
G-reenwich. 

Meteorology. — The study of meteorology on a vast scale is 
pursued with success. The service of meteorological notices or 
warnings (avertissements meteorologiques) given to the seaports, as 
commended by the councils of experience, are given regularly 
morning and evening. 

Terrestrial Magnetism. — Observations on terrestrial magnetism 
are continued at Paris. 

Climate of France. — Observations for determining the climate 
of Prance in the present time are zealously carried on in the normal 
schools. The report of the previous seven years' observations have 
been distributed to the conseils-general. 

Progress of Storms. — The departmental meteorological com- 
missions established by the prefects, have furnished data for study- 
ing the progress of storms in France. The lists of the storms of 
1865 in France has been printed. Holland, Belgium, and Luxem- 
burgh are in union with France in this work. 

Maps of Atmospheric Movements. — 183 maps of the great move- 
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meats of the atmosphere, from New Holland and the Antilles to 
Europe and the frontiers of Asia, have been published. Data have 
been furnished liberally by the observatories of Europe, by the 
imperial marine of Erance, by the merchant marine, and by the 
marines of England, Holland, and Russia. 

Great Telescope. — The observatory is grinding crown and flint 
object-glasses which have long been in its possession, with a view 
to the construction of a telescope of exceptional dimensions. The 
observatory was founded in 1667, and has, therefore, completed its 
two hundredth year. 

Board of Longitude. — The board publishes its transactions as 
usual. In 1866 it prepared a plan for determining with great 
exactitude certain points on the globe by astronomical observations, 
which points fixed would enable other points to be fixed. The 
Admiralty has engaged to detach some officers for this object, and 
hydrographical engineers will co-operate, and it is expected the 
project will be speedily put into execution. 

War Department. Mexico. — The operations of the Erench expe- 
dition commenced in 1865, and concentration took place to bring 
the troops home in 1866. 

Algeria. — Complete tranquillity was established in Algeria since 
1864, with some trifling exceptions on the borders by the tribe of 
Onled, Sidi Sheik. 

Borne. — The convention with Rome of 1864, commenced its 
operation by the return of a division to France in November, 1865, 
and the complete evacuation of the pontifical territories took place 
on the 12th December, 1866. 

Reorganisation and Recruitment. — After being an attentive spec- 
tator of the events of 1866 in Germany, the emperor saw that it 
was necessary to reorganise the national forces on a base sufficiently 
broad to meet all eventualities, and to maintain the legitimate 
influence of Erance. 

Plan of Reorganisation. — A commission of the cabinet and of 
distinguished military men, under the presidency of the emperor, 
arranged a plan, which was submitted to the Council of State, and 
which was to be discussed by the legislative body. 

Reduction of the Cadres of the Army. — The Order of the 15th 
November, 1865, for the reduction of the cadres, with a view to 
diminish expense, was carried out in the first month of 1866, which 
reduction has left without employ 1,193 officers of all ranks ; 75 of 
those whose services did not entitle them to pensions, have been 
provided for in the financial or other departments, and others have 
been placed as supernumeraries with regiments, to succeed as 
vacancies occur. 

Fire Brigade of Paris. — Owing to the extension of the city of 
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Paris, the old fire brigade of six companies has been found insuf- 
ficient, and it has been reorganised into two battalions of six com- 
panies each. 

Fourth Battalion of Algerian Sharpshooters liaised. — The emperor, 
after his visit to Algeria, ordered a fourth battalion of tirailleurs to 
be raised, and the regiment now consists of 3,000 men. 

Conscription for 1866. — The contingent from the 20th to 25th 
August, 1866, produced 27,210 appearances, of which 3,857 were 
allotted to the maritime force. Of the 100,000 men of the con- 
tingent 1865, no less than 22,765 were exonerated, being an increase 
of exonerations over 1864 of 4,013, and this is attributed to the fact 
that the smart money, which in 1865 was 2,300 frs., in 1866 was 
reduced to 2, 100 frs. 

Transfers to the Reserve. — Men whose service was about to expire 
on the 31st October, 1866, were permitted to return to their homes, 
retaining their names as " reserve," and this diminished the effective 
strength by about 1 1,000 men. 

Recruits. — The recruits of 1863 who had completed their exercises 
in 1864, were, on the 5th January and 5th March, 1866, transferred 
to the depdts of instruction. Recruits of the second class of 1866, 
have been called together to go through the first three months 
of their exercise, from the 1st October to the 31st December, 1866. 

Reports of Generals of Division. — The reports of the generals of 
division with respect to the attendance of the soldiers of the reserve 
for drill have been satisfactory. 

Effectives of the Army and the Reserve. 

Men. 

Interior 298,680 

Algeria 62,462 

Italy 7,505 

Mexico 26,838 

Total 395.485 

The mean of the preceding six months was 390,771 men. The 
effective of the reserve on the 12th November, 1866, was 255,614. 

Military Schools. — Having given an account of the military 
schools in the comparison between the organisation and strength of 
the English and French armies, which is printed in the Journal 
of the Statistical Society of London* I will limit myself to naming 
them on this occasion. 

Polytechnic. — The Polytechnic, remodelled on the 30th November, 
1863, continues to work successfully. Those pupils or students 
who do not attain the prescribed standard, seek employment in 
other paths in life. 

* Vol. xxvii, pp. 1 et seq. 
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Saint Oyr. — Saint Cyr sends annually many highly- educated 
officers into the army, and regimental officers, after two years' 
service, are promoted to go to the cavalry depdt at Saumur to com- 
plete an equitation course. 

Imperial Prytanee. — This school is for the education of the sons 
of officers without fortune, and annually sends students to the 
Polytechnic, Saint Oyr, or to the naval school. 

Education in the Army. — Notwithstanding the regimental schools, 
many men complete their time of service without having learnt to 
read or write. To remedy this defect, instead of one school for a 
regiment of three or more battalions, a school for each battalion is 
ordered, and even for detachments, and it is made imperative upon 
the non-commissioned to go through certain prescribed courses of 
instruction, four in number, proceeding from one to the other accord- 
ing to the capacity of the individual. 

Books are provided, and every branch has a reading-room, pro- 
vided with globes, maps, charts, and useful books, independently 
of the schoolroom. Annual examinations take place, and when the 
system is more advanced, few soldiers will return to their homes 
uneducated. 

Libraries for Officers. — The Minister for War has also established 
libraries on a larger scale for the benefit of officers ; at the head- 
quarters of divisions, such as Lyons, Luneville, Versailles, and the 
camp at Chalons, are complete, and others are in progress of for- 
mation. 

Mifle School. — Officers and non-commissioned officers are in- 
structed in the rifle school. These instruct the regiments to which 
they belong. The rifle depot at Vincennes has turned out 66 officers 
and 824 non-commissioned of the imperial guard, and 289 officers 
and 3,095 non-commissioned of the line. 

Vocal Musical Instruction. — The remarkable success of the method 
followed in the normal gymnastic school, after Cheve, has induced 
the Minister at War to order instruction in vocal music in every 
regiment ; the teachers to be taken from the normal school at 
Vincennes. 

Small Sword, Sabre, and Lance Instruction. — The Minister of 
War has established a course of instruction in the use of the small 
sword, sabre, and lance, in the normal school of gymnastics at 
Vincennes. 

Military Justice. — The council of war and the two councils of 
appeal have been suppressed with a view to economy, and their 
functions have been divided amongst the other military tribunals. 

Military Prisons. — Military prisons are no longer provisioned by 
contract. 

Cavalry Bemounts. — In 1866, at the mean price of 800 frs. 
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(32/.), 8,586 effective horses "were purchased. This successful result 
justifies the permanent depots for purchase, so that horse dealers 
and breeders may always know where to go to. 

Horses Lent to Cultivators. — After the campaign in Italy the army 
possessed more horses than it required for a peace establishment ; 
22,000 horses were lent to the farmers, 2,400 were withdrawn for 
Mexico and Algeria, about 7,000 died, but in 1866 about 12,000 
remained with the farmers in an effective state ; but as after seven 
years' possession the horses were to become the property of those to 
whom they were lent, on the 1st January, 1867, not more than 4,802 
would be in the hands of the farmers. 

Artillery. — The manufacture of powder, which was formerly in 
the financial department, by the order of the 17th June, 1865, was 
transferred to the artillery, which has made cannon, cartridge, and 
mining powder. 

Small Arms. — The consideration of the best kind of small arm was 
under the permanent commission at Vincennes, who finally deter- 
mined, January, 1866, on a breech loader, and it has been adopted 
under the name of Model Rifle of 1866. Suitable machinery has 
been erected at Puteaux for the production of these rifles. All the 
machinery required has been ordered from private parties. In the 
month of April, 1867, this manufactory will be able to produce 
rapidly all the small arms required for the army. The foundry at 
Bourges has been completed, 1st July, 1866, and the new manu- 
factory of small arms at Saint Etienne, by machinery, continues to 
work well. 

Engineers. — The Minister of War, moved by various parties and 
by the populations interested, has seriously considered whether it 
was not possible to abandon some of the fortified places, and he 
came to the conclusion that ninety-eight places might be abandoned 
or modified, as follows : — 

To be abandoned, and land sold 28 

„ unclassed, but considered military 9 

To maintain in classe, but to abandon the radius beyond the walls 37 

„ reduce the zones beyond the walls .... 34 

Total 98 

The products to be applied to the completion of the fortifications 
maintained. 

The places where the products are to be applied are named, and 
for what works — Paris, Hotel des Invalids, military hospital of Val 
de Grace, Havre, Lille, Belfort, Grenoble, Avignon, Toulon, Valome, 
Clermont, and Bourg. 

Administration. — The arrangements for clothing and encamping 
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the army being about to terminate, the alterations of the tariff with 
foreign countries, the admission of woollen and cotton fabrics, will 
permit the offer of tenders from all solvent parties. 

Increased Pay — Owing to the increase of prices, the pay of 
captains, lieutenants, and sub-lieutenants, has been improved from 
the 1st January, 1867. 

Commissariat. Provision Department. — With a view to economy, 
eight permanent modes of supply have been suppressed, and tenders 
are invited ; as soon as the results of the late harvest were known, 
the War Department made large purchases of oats before prices 
could rise, greatly to the advantage of economy. 

Notwithstanding the enhanced price of provisions, the ordinaries 
for the soldiers have even improved, owing to the contracts being 
made for each battalion instead of each company, &c. 

Hotel des Invalides. — On the 29th June, 1863, some modifications 
were made which effected a saving, of 52,000 frs. without touching 
efficiency. 

School of Health at Strasbourg. — This hospital would seem to 
have the same object as that of Netley, to give practical knowledge 
to young surgeons. 

Military Hospitals. — Some have been suppressed and their sick 
placed in others ; and the patients of the hospitals of Toulon and 
Bonefacio have been transferred to the maritime hospital. Special 
arrangements have been made with respect to nurses. On the 
1st January, 1865, a common system for hospital supplies was 
ordered, which in 1866 was found to have worked well. 

Exposition Universal of 1867. — The Department of War supplied 
specimens of arms, cannon, ambulances, in fact of every thing con- 
nected with war and its operations, to the exposition. 

Depot of the War Office. — This department embraces topography, 
illustrated by engravings ; galvano-plastic, and photography. 

Algeria. — It is only necessary to say that the moveable columns 
have reduced the rebels to submission. Proprietary rights are 
being established. 

MaJwmedan Laws. — Justice is being administered amongst the 
Arabs according to Mahomedan law, and public instruction and 
schools of art established. 

European Population of Algeria. — The quinquennial census, in 
1866, gives 217,990 European inhabitants, and 8,616 connected 
with religious establishments, penitentiaries, and benevolent insti- 
tutions. In 1861 the fixed population was only 192,746. 

Public Works and Railways. — The Society General of Algiers 
have received annuities at present of 125 -millions of frs., and for the 
future will receive 16,666,666 frs. for roads, draining marshes, irri- 
gation, supply of water, and planting woods. The railways are 



72 Stkes — Analysis of the Report [Mar. 

making great progress by the companies to whom concessions have 
been granted. Various other details are given with respect to the 
finances, commerce, &c, &c. 

Marine. — Not any modification has taken place in 1866 in the 
disposition of French vessels of war in different parts of the globe, 
for the protection of French interests. 

Murder of the Missionary in Ooree. — The French admiral in China, 
in consequence of the murder of the missionary, ascended the River 
Han Kiang and destroyed the capital of Coree, called Seoul. 

Japan. — In Japan, at the request of the Taicoon, French 
engineers have constructed a dock at Jokoska for the repairs of 
ships. The French force in the East has only been augmented by 
300 marines. 

Cochin China. — Affairs are, on the whole, satisfactory, and the 
charges on France have been diminished. 

Proprietors- The native proprietors in Cochin China inscribed 
on the registers have increased from 35,778 in 1865, to 395369 in 
1866. 

Agricultural Exhibition. — An agricultural exhibition has taken 
place at Saigon, and succeeded. 

Public Instruction. — Public schools for males and females have 
been opened. Twenty-four schools are attended by 684 students. 
The girls' school, under the Sisters of St. Paul of Chartres, from 
want of means is confined to 100 girls. 

Explorations. — Explorations are taking place in Cambodji ; the 
ruins of Angier have been examined beyond the great lake, and the 
principal branch of the great river Me Kong navigated. 

Madagascar. — The squadron on the coast of Madagascar has 
facilitated negociations with the Hove Government. In the Gulf of 
Mexico, and on the coasts of the Pacific the French navy secure 
French interests. 

Details of Decrees. — Details are then given of decrees issued 
affecting modifications in naval matters. 

Marines. — In consequence of the small number of marines left in 
France, it has been necessary to augment the marine gendarmerie 
for the charge of the arsenals. 

Fisheries. — In 1866 the sale of fish produced 41,009,500 frs.; 
15,898 boats and 57,961 seamen were engaged in it, being an 
increase over 1865 of 5,362,328 frs., 470 boats, and 1,665 men. 

Piers. — Grants for piers have been given for many places. 
Oyster Beds. — Oyster beds have been carefully looked after. 

Marine Pensions. — On the 1st January, 1866, the amount of 
pensions in the marines amounted to 13,718,000 frs., and by 31st 
December would be 14,471,000 frs. 

Besides the pensions the chest of the Invalides has contributed 
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600,000 frs. to seamen who, by reason of their infirmities, required 
aid. 

Shipwreck Society. — The society under Admiral Kyault de 
Genouilly is developing itself rapidly ; in 1866 there were estab- 
lished twenty-four stations on the coasts with lifeboats, and others 
are being added. 

Shipbuilding. — In 1865 the number of ships of war was 129 ; on 
31st December, 1866, the number was 130, as follows: — 



Frigates, iron-clad 

Corvette „ 

Coastguard „ 

Ships, not iron-clad .... 
Frigates „ 

Corvettes 

Despatch-boats, paddle 

Total .... 



l 3 

1 
1 
12 
18 
12 
44 



101 

1 



Mixed. 



23 
6 



29 



■3° 



So that there was an addition of only one ship of war in numbers to 
the French navy in 1866. The following were replaced : — one was 
old, one lost, and five struck off the list ; and these were made up by 
three iron-clad frigates of 1 ,000 horse-power each, one corvette not 
iron, and three despatch-boats (paddle) of 450 horse-power. 



Complete List of Steam Vessels Finished. 






Number. 


Horse-power. 




+ i 3 
+ 1 
+ 1 
+ i 4 
+ 11 
12 

23 
18 

6 

13 

12 
8 
44 
3* 
40 

*5 
47 


12,000 
500 






500 

2,475 
460 


Screw steamers (rapid), not armour-plated 

„ transports „ 

Frigates, screw (rapid) „ 

„ transports „ 

Paddle frigates „ „ 


10,200 
13,600 
10,080 
1,180 
6,140 
4,970 
2,720 






6,045 

5,870 

2,156 

420 








Screw transports, storeships not armour-plated 


11,500 




340 j 92,106 



On the 31st December, 1865, the list contained only 327 vessels 
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and 90,000 horse-power, an increase of 13, as follows : new vessels, 
25 ; lost, 1 ; struck ont of the navy, 11. Increase 13. 

Building, Twenty-Eight Vessels of 12,670 Horse-Power. 

4 frigates, armour-plated 3,800 

7 corvettes „ 3,150 

3 coastguards „ 1,590 

2 batteries for roadsteads, armour-plated 300 

1 screw frigate, not armour-plated 480 

3 corvettes „ 1,350 

7 despatch-boats „ 1,500 

1 transport „ 500 

Sailing Ships. — Numbered 82, comprising only one vessel of the 
first class and 15 frigates. 

Naval Arsenals. — At Cherbourg, Brest, Lorient, Rochfort, and 
Tulon, all the necessary works and defences have been completed. 

Gup wry. — The Government has become aware that, owing to 
the improvement in rifled cannon, it has become necessary to thicken 
the iron plates gradually 8 to 11, and ultimately in some parts of 
a vessel, to 20 and 24 centimetres; and the weight of cannon have 
risen through 5 tons to 8, 14, 20, and even beyond ; and the weight 
of the projectiles have risen to 15, 20, 75, 150, to 230 kilogrammes. 
These changes effect seriously the previous relations between land 
and sea defences. All cannon are now rifled and load at the breech ; 
the projectiles oblong, and they are experimented with on board 
the Magnanime, la Savoie, and la Belliqueuse. The foundries are 
in course of adaptation to meet these colossal castings. 

Colonies. — The colonies are under the Minister of Marine, but as 
I have given an account of them in my Paper on " The Comparative 
" Organisations of the English and French Navies," published in the 
Statistical Journal* it is unnecessary to say more than a few words. 

Immigrants from India. — The famine in India in 1866, has 
furnished the French dep6ts of Pondicherry, and Karikal has sup- 
plied a sufficient number of coolies for exportation to Guadeloupe, 
Martinique, and Guyane. The financial state of Reunion (Bourbon) 
limited the importation. 

Colonial Bank. — The colonial bank has lent 36,090,428 frs. up to 
the end of 1866. 

African Settlements. — The French settlements on the coast of 
Africa. Senegal, Goree, and others, are increasing their agriculture 
and trade ; and the protection given to neighbouring native tribes 
is leading to their civilisation and the decline of the slave trade. 

Foreign Affairs. — In Germany and Italy the edifice of 1815 has 
{alien to the ground, and France has no reason to afflict itself for 

* Vol. xxix,, pp. 36 et te%. 
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the event, and has not had to draw the sword in effecting the 
result. The federal system of Germany was not in accord with 
modern ideas ; hut as the lengthened review embraces politics only, 
the Statistical Section may not think it desirable to have more 
said. 

Commercial Affairs. — The commercial reform effected by the 
emperor in 1860 is daily developing itself satisfactorily ; and 
France desires to put itself in the same commercial relations with 
other States as with England. 

Universal Code of Maritime Signals. — A common or universal 
code between England and France, for vessels of war and commerce, 
has been adopted, and progress is making in getting other States 
to adopt it. 

Fisheries. — On the vexed question of fisheries France and 
England have appointed a mixed commission to draw up a 
convention. 

International Laws. — Notwithstanding the precise terms in which 
international acts are drawn, and notwithstanding the good faith of 
the parties, the difficulties of interpretation lead to daily misunder- 
standings, and there remains yet much to be done in this matter. 

Final. — Such is the report on the exact state of the empire of 
France, presented annually at the commencement of each session to 
the Senate and Legislative Bodies, and which is placed in the hands 
of every member of those bodies, as a guide to his legislative 
action during the session. Everywhere, and in every branch of the 
administration, there is the same energy and systematic organisa- 
tion, embracing the minutest details. It were well that the English 
Houses of Parliament had a similar expose presented. A report of 
progress with regard to our empire in India finds its way to Par- 
liament sometime during the session ; but its bulk deters members 
from reading it, as it is in two or three folio volumes. It wants 
condensation and systematic arrangement. This year, however, an 
admirable octavo pamphlet of the statistics of India for twelve to 
fifteen years past, has been laid upon the table of the House of 
Commons, and it will no doubt be continued. The Statistical 
Department of the Board of Trade has for some years past pre- 
sented a similar volume of " The Statistics of Great Britain and 
'' her Colonies," which are invaluable for reference, but they do not 
supply the place of the French " Export." 



